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He it was who instigated the lavish parties, the out-
of-season foods and ostentatious wines, which were
not only to his taSte but also an integral part of his
syStem of self-advancement. Yet he would turn on
her now and again, upbraid her for the weekly bills,
withhold in peevish complaining the money for the
housekeeping. However she held bravely on, until,
as previously and for the same reason, she was com-
pelled temporarily to relinquish her control. Early
in 1831 the coming of another child sent her from
London to the country. The extravagance of maSter
and servants was now left unchecked. That was bad
enough. But more serious Still was it that the inevit-
able separation of husband and wife began again its
harmful work. By now he was literally unable to
spare the time to visit her; so that she, kept outside
the thruSting social life she loved, thrown back on
her own inadequate company and subjeft to the
nervousness and abnormalities of pregnancy, began
once more to brood over her loneliness. This time
the brooding took a new and sinister direftion. Previ-
ously she had complained half-humorously of her
husband's many (and indeed often frivolous) engage-
ments. Now she began to bear him a real grudge
for what had become, not only overwhelming, but
necessary occupations. So long as both of them were
foolish, she could be wiser than he, keep her head
more level and help him with the toil which made
their folly possible. But when she became perforce
prudent and quiet, a longing to be back in Vanity
Fair soured her againSt its tyranny; and she began to
pity herself for having married a man too poor to
keep his family in fashionable Style without labour so
ceaseless that he was less of a husband to her than an
occasional visitor. Thus, and for the firSt time, took
root in Rosina's mind a sense that she had a rival in
Bulwer's work*